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John Reid House
520 High Street, Chestertown
c. 1775

By tradition, the two story brick houses numbered 518 and 520 High
Street were constructed by members of the Reed (or Reid) family. From the
land records it is difficult to pinpoint the exact date of acquisition of Lot 61
by John Reid, but in 1775, Robert Reid (probably his brother) acquired 1/2
of Lot 62 adjoining John’s lot. The bounds of the half lot state “beginning at
the end of an old building now in the possession of Sarah Craig and running
from thence up High Street 66’ to a new brick building in possession of John
Reid...™

In its original form, 520 High Street was a three bay, two story house
built high above a kitchen basement. Like the facade of its contemporary,
Hopkins House (K-66, 536 High Street), the central bay was a door, had two
flanking windows and there were three symmetrically placed windows
above. Unlike the Hopkins House however, the scale was smaller and the
windows had 9/6 sash on the first floor and 6/6 sash on the second. Its plan
consisted of a hall-parlor plan, like the Palmer House (K-65), with a kitchen

basement.

What happened to John Reid has not been documented, but the
properties fell on hard times under the ownership of the heirs of Robert
Reid in the early 19th Century. They were finally sold in 1823 and 1829 to
Thomas Dugan, who was listed as owning two houses on Lot 61, along with
several other properties in the area in the 1841 Tax Assessment. Emiline

Dugan owned a third dwelling on Lot 61 — this is documented in the tax



assessment as well.2

Between 1841 and 1900 there were seven owners, the last being
Enoch Pleasanton. It was probably he who was responsible for installing a
front porch across the facade and a frame leanto kitchen on the back of the
building. The windows were changed and the plan altered to a center stair
plan. The porch remained on the house until about 1980 when it was
removed and replaced by a simple stoop. At the same time the facade was

painted.

1. Land Records, Lib. DD 5, fol. 100.
2. 1841 Tax Assessment.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X_GooD —RUINS X _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

520 High, and its next door neighbor, 528, while they have
separate neighboring walls, have only about % inch of space
between these walls, 520 1s the longer of the two houses,
and is 3 bays wide. It is a 2% storey house with a tar paper

type roof and a chimney within either gable.

There are three dormers, with borken pediments, and all are
double hung 6/6 sashes. There is a plan cornice and bargeboard
on this house, painted white.

The second floor has three shuttered double hung windows, being

2/2. The first floor has two shuttered double hung 2/2 windows

= b mgdern framed '
flanking a centralfdoorway. A narrow porch runs the entire

length of the first floor, with steps leading up it at the SE
end. The house sits on a rather high brick foundation and
there may be cellar windows under the porch. The water table
runs to the level of the base of the front door. Brick bond on
the front of the house is Flemish bond.

The NW side has a 4/4 double hung window in the gable peark, a
newly installed casement type windowy{ on the 2nd floor level,
and a shuttered double hung 2/2 window on the first floor level
near the front corner. Brick bonding is American.

There is a Trame additien emphe rear of the' house% BheYenTire

brickwork has beem painted wilth a barn type color red several
times, in contrast to 518 which has ow had the paint removed.,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES by 1775 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ynknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

520 High, and its presently being restored neighbor 518 High,
are good examples of late 18th century or possibly early 19th
century townhouses. While much less ornate than their counter-
parts on Water Street they no doubi served their owners well.
and were large, comfortable homes of the period.

In this block of 500 High St. one can see several such homes

and it is most probable there was a bit more land to go with
each one than there is at present.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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520 High St.
RAS 6/65 1/10/31

Will
SEC=I/ 312 “12/29/2%

JTD 29/342 2/19/14

JTD. 1/367. ,,.8/23/98

JEH. 2/887 . 1315460

JKH 1/107  3/19/58

JEH 1/207 3/19/58
JFG 3/221 8/23/55

JFG 2/547  8/29/54
JFG 2/235 6/1/54

JFG 1/32 12/3/52

K ¢4 &

Millie Walmsley and Artemus Walmsley to Iva
Elizabeth Smith, & Edward Frank Smith, husband.

Ly

of Enoch Pleasonton to daughter Mollie Walmsley,
ot and house on High St.

Owen B. Crow and &lla B. Crow, and May F. Crow,
Lillie M. Grow Lackie and Harry lackie her husband,
children of Nathaniel Crow, lott and brick dwelling
known as  the Chestnut property, YR it more=0L,less);
depth, 132% 6" more ormless,,toiinech Pleasonton.

Edwin H. Brown, Assignee of Morgage for Mary A.
Gleaves to Jospeh O Rasin, Administrator (7/28/86
SR 8/128) to Nathaniel Crow.

assigned to Brown 3/12/98 $B 8/131, lot and brick
dwelling, sold for $352.00.

Wm. Chestnut and Samuel P. Lownsend to Mary Ann
Rollison (Gleaves), brick house and lot,#62, $575.

Samuel Frazier and kmeline k. Frazier, wife to Wm.
Chestnut and Samuel P. Townsend, brick house and
town lot #62, $611.00.

George Vickers and Richard Hynson, Trustees of late
Edward A. Moore, to Samuel Frazier, Decree of Circuit
Court of Kent County, 11/13/56, GV and RH appointed
Trustees to dispose of Usilton property.

Aquilla A. Usilton and wife, Josephine, to zZdward
A. Moore. Usiltons owed debts including purchase
price of house. Edward A. Moore to sekl to pay all
of Usiltons' debts.

Bartus P. and Rachel Hatcheson to Josephine Usilton,
brick house and lot #62, $700.00

Aquilla A. and Josephine Usilton to Bartus P.
Hatcheson. $1,200.00.

Henry W. Archer and John K. Ing,Trustees appointed
by High Court of Chancery, 8/26/51.

sedd Te Aguilla A. Usilten, in- fromt of the premises,
lot and appurtenances on 11/1/51, ratified by the
Chancellor 5/6/52, recorded 1/11/53.

? gee reverse and ¥

DD 5/100 5/4/1775 Elizabeth Tuille to Robert Reed, #62, old building,

owned by Sara Craig, then marallel with High St.
66' to new brick building in possession of John
Reid, and then perpendicularly to Calvert:

Deed states that Elizabeth Tullle received this
property in 1775 in will from James Harris

"0ld prize house formerly stood on 1 acre% more
or less."”

W?%&7 11/26/65 of James Harris “"my 2 lotts of ground lying and

being in Chester Town" to Elizabeth Tuille.




Accidently, I came across in

TW 4/364 2/5/1823 John L. Reid of Philadelphia to Thomas E. Dugan,
for $100 current money, #62 and house
It also says that this was willed from Sarah
@raig on 5/21/1783 to John L. Reid who is the
eldest son of JdJames and thus entitled to it.

What the relationship is between James, and Robert - to whom klizabeth
*Tuille sold 'it-is unknown., ‘

This might also be in error as far as the number of the plot goes
and could be referring to #61, 518 High, which is stopped as far as
tracing goes in 1829. However, I am inclined to believe that both
properties, 518 and 520, were owned by Reeds (Reids?) and that
Dugan may have ppought both.

Local people say that‘brotheps in the feed (Reid?) family built
both 518 and 520.
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JANLDS A. Sd AW, (CouicClor 01 IOuria AJisinct,

ATTORNEYS,

D.J. BLACKISTON, Attorney at Law,

VICKERS & SON, Attorneys at Law, Practice in
Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne, Caroline and Talbot
Counties,

JANMES A. PEARCE, Attorneysat Law,

CHARLES H. BAKXIZR, ¢ “

EHINES & SMITE, Auorneys at Law, }

CEARLES E. WICKES, Attorney at Law,

J. A. WICKES, o o

R.HYNSON, L “

BANE,

GEO. B. WESTCOTT, President of First Nae
tional Bank. .

W. N. E WICKES, Cashier o “
J. W. BINES, Telier “ “ “
BLACXSMITHS.

CHAPMAN & LAMBERT, (]J. W. Chapman, J.
W. Lambert), Proprictors and Manufacturers of the
Celebrated Iron Frame ¢ Climax’" Cultivator. Also
Manufacturers of Wagons, Plows, &c. All kinds

. of Agncultural Implements Repaired. Blacksmith-
ing of all kinds done to order, Horse-shoeingand
Hoemaking a specialty,

BOOTS AND SHOES.

JAMES A. SHAW, Proprictor of Boot and Shoe.
shop. Manufacturing and Repairing of all kinds
done to erder.

LEVI FIDDIS, Sr., Proprietor of Boot and Shoe-.
shop. Manufacturing and Repairing of all kinds
done to order.,

CLOTHEIERS.

8. MERRITT & CO., (5. Merritt, W, J. McFeely),
Fashionabie Clothiers. Dealers in Gents’ Furnish-
ing Goods. Particular aitention given to Custom
work.

DRUQGGISTS.

C.F. STAM & BRO,, (Colin F. Stam, Lounis XK.
Siam), Apothccaries, Booksellers, Stationers and
Dealers in Paints, Oils. Window Glass, Varaishes,
Dye-3tults, Garden-Sceds, Trusses, Abdominal Sup-
poriers, Shoulder-Braces, Cigars, Tobacco, &c.

T. W. WICKES, Dealerin Drugs, Chemicals, Me-
dicines. Fancy znd Toilet Articles, Perfumery,
Giass, Putty, Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Dye Stuffs, Ale
cohol, Pure Wines and Liquors for Medicinal Pur~
poses, .

DRY GOODS AND GROCERIES.

J.B. BURCHINAL, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce.
ries, Boots, Shoes, Notions, &c. Burchinal Build-
ing, Corncr High and Cross Streets,

THOMAS B. HYNSON, Dealer in Dry Goods,
Notions, Groceries, Boots, Shoes and General Mer-
chandise.

N. G. WESTCOTT, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce-
ries, Notions, Boots, Shoes and General Merchandise,

J. M. VANDYEE, Dealer in Groceries, Notions,
Country Produce, &c.

J. M, VANDYXE & SOINS, Dealers in Groceries,
Notions, Confec:ionerics, &c.

8. FRANXKLIN SIITH, Denlerin Groceries, Pro-
visions and Queenswarc. Also FURNITURE Dealer,
Fligh Street. oppusite the “ Vashell House.”

ARTHUR JEDSOM, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce-

- ries and Notions of all kinds. 5 miles S. W. of
Chestertown, on the Quakerneck Wharf road.
A. MING, Dealer in Groccries and Provisions. Court
- Street.
EDITORS.

PLUMMER & USILTON, (James . Plummer,
Wm. B. Usilion), Editors and Proprictors of ¢ Kent
County News.” Published at Chestertown. One of
the best Advertising Mediums in Eastern Maryland.

EOTELS AND RESTAURANTS.

8. V.TARSON, Proprietor of “ Vashell House.”
This is an entircly new house built in 1864 express-
ly for a Hotel. Terms moderate,

D. J.BENJAMNIXN, Proprietor of “ Rockwell House??
Restaurant and Dining Rooms, Meals at all hours,
gotten up in superb manner. Al kinds of Game
and Oysters i ceason,

WI. PERXINS, Proprictor of “Rising Sun? Sa. .

loon, Opysters served in every siyle, Cake, Ice-
Cream, Terrapins, Crabs, Beef-steaks, Fried i:fam,
and all the dclicacies of the scasorn. Families sup-
piied with Oysters, Ice-Cream and Frozen Cuslards,
and Waler Ices by the gallon, and on reassnable
terms.

[

JAMES BRICE, Butcher and Dealerin .
JOEN F, COPPER, Professional Schoc

Res, 3 miles N. W, of Chestertown.

R. 5. EMORY, Extensive Fruit Grower:

Res. 1 mile South of Chestertown,
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